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the path of renunciation seeks to attain it not by refraining from
all activity but by carrying it on in a perfect spirit of detachment
and altruism as a pure trust. Thus a man may engage in farming,
spinning, or any other activity without departing from the path
of renunciation provided one does so merely for selfless service and
remains free from the taint of egoism or attachment. It remains
for those therefore who like myself hold this view of renunciation
to discover for themselves how far the principle of ahimsa is
compatible with life in the body and how it can be applied to
acts of everyday life. The very virtue of a dharma is that it
is universal, that its practice is not the monopoly of the few, but
must be the privilege of all. And it is my firm belief that the
scope of Truth and ahimsa is world-wide. That is why I find an
ineffable joy in dedicating my life to researches in truth and
ahimsa and I invite others to share it with me by doing likewise.

Young India, 25-10-1928

435.   LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
October 21, 1928

I am publishing your appeal1. But I am not satisfied with
it. It is too scrappy and without any body to it. You ought to
have given the population in the area affected, the nature of dis-
tress and the amount required. How are the people to respond to
a general appeal of the type you have framed ? It evidently betrays
fatigue, haste, worry and overwork. If you want a good response
you must send me an appeal worthy of yourself.

How are you doing now?

I hope the calf controversy2 provides some amusement for
you, if it provides no instruction. If I took seriously all the
correspondence that comes to me I should have to drown my-
self in the Sabarmati. As it is, the correspondence affords both
entertainment and instruction.

Tours sincerely,

C. RAJAGOPALACHARIAR

From a photostat: S.N. 13567

1  Vide "Famine in the South'9, 25-10-1928.
2 Vide "The Fiery Ordeal", 30-9-1928.